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great military difficulties had to be overcome; but other
troubles arose in the shape of French meddling, invoked by
the Emper of Austria. On July 4th Francis Joseph
telegraphed to Napoleon that he was prepared to cede
Venetia to France, and requested the latter's mediation with
Prussia and Italy. Napoleon lost no time in coming
forward as arbitrator. During the night of July 4-5 he
despatched a telegram to the Prussian headquarters at
Horitz, expressing the hope that so magnanimous a
monarch as King William would, after having achieved
such splendid successes, gladly welcome his endeavours to
restore peace, and proposing an armistice. The Prussian
answer was affirmative; but our Ambassador in Paris was
instructed to inform the French Emperor than an armistice
could only be granted under certain express conditions, and
on the 17th Prince Reuss was sent off with a letter from
the King to Napoleon indicating those conditions. An
armistice was admissible if Austria would pledge herself,
when peace should be concluded, to withdraw from the
German Confederation, to consent to the creation of a
Federal realm on a national basis, and to a territorial
aggrandisement of Prussia that should connect the two
sections of her monarchy, hitherto separated. At a consul-
tation (July 10) to which the representatives of Austria and
Prussia were invited, Napoleon made a counter-proposition
to the effect that the two German great Powers should
thenceforth stand alone, the remaining German States
forming a Confederation of their own. It was obvious that
he had in view a new Rhenish League; wherefore both the
Prussian and Austrian Envoys refused his proposal, and
Napoleon found himself compelled to give way in the
direction of the Prussian conditions. In the hope oi
rendering his intervention abortive, Bismarck made another